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Thematic number description (Call for Papers) 
Comparative Studies and Textual Criticism in Contemprary Medieval Philology 
 

The subject of this thematic number deals with the methodological issues connected with 

European Medieval lingusitic and literary comparative studies and textual criticism. Scholars in 

Latin, Romance and German Medieval Studies shall tackle two main fronts of research: the first 

concerning internal structural aspects and the second external functional ones. The aim is to verify 

whether the results reached in the several research fields can be cross-referenced in order to 

provide a better understanding of cultural instances that to our day have been studied only in a 

partial and limited way. Therefore this thematic number purposes to create a common ground for 

individual Medieval Philologies normally working aside, one capable to elicit the intersections 

posited by the historical and textual realities of the Middle Ages.   

As to the contemporary general frame of reference the actual role of philology today shall be 

investigated in its historical capacity to assess and develop definitions of mental contexts, as well 

as of the social and cultural ones. Present-day philology plays an important part in shaping a 

consciousness of the past. In fact, thorugh the critical reconstruction of the texts and of their 

interrelations, philology incorporates distance as a concept and allows for an understanding of 

the past by virtue of clear-cut difference, requiring also an intelligence of time future as distinct 

from the here and now. 

In such a view, and in the collaborative key, one shall have the opportunity to question the 

chances to rescue the legacy of the Italian historical school in combining traditional stemmatics 

with the proper documentary approach to textual history. Furthermore, there will be space to 

discern how far associating the various resarch fields concerning Medieval languages and 

literatures can positively contribute in supporting a more satisfactory integration of digital 

platforms and their outputs, also in connection with the institutional Italian and European 

available opportunities.  

The special competences in critical editing put forward by philologists are necessary in order to 

achieve a more accurate definition of new methodologies, such as those developed within the 

Digital Humanities area: tools capable to appreciate in depth the textual diachronic and sinchronic 

patterns.  

Propsals to be sent to the editor’s address before July 31st 2019: paolo.canettieri@uniroma1.it  

ERC Sectors:  

SH4_2 Literature, literary theory, analysis and criticism  

SH4_3 Comparative literature  

SH4_4 Textual philology and textual criticism  

mailto:paolo.canettieri@uniroma1.it


SH4_9 Cultural studies, cultural diversity  

SH4_11 Cultural heritage  

SH5_9 Collective memories and identities, lieux de memoire  

SH5_11 History of ideas, intellectual history 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


